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An  architectural  showpiece  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  the  home  of  one 
of  western  Pennsylvania’s  most  distin- 
guished early  citizens,  stands  today  on 
the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of  History  at 
173  South  Main  Street,  Washington. 

The  house  of  David  Bradford  was  one 
of  the  first  buildings  constructed  in 
Washington.  Its  frontier  location  made 
the  grace  and  beauty  of  its  appoint- 
ments extraordinary. 

David  Bradford,  a leading  figure  in  the 
famous  Whiskey  Rebellion,  was  a successful 
lawyer,  businessman,  and  Deputy  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  Washington  County  when  the  house  was 
completed  in  1788.  His  home  reflected  his  high 
social  standing,  not  only  by  its  size,  but  by  its 
fittings  — the  magnificent  mahogany  staircase 
which  is  one  of  today’s  most  striking  features,  and 
the  interior  wood  finishing  which  shows  remark- 
able craftsmanship.  The  stone  for  the  exterior 
was  quarried  near  Washington;  the  interior  deco- 
ration came  from  the  east  and  had  to  be  trans- 
ported across  the  mountains  at  great  expense. 

David  Bradford  lived  in  this  home  from  1788 
to  1794,  when  he  left  Pennsylvania.  In  1794, 
he  had  become  a prominent  figure  in  the  Whiskey 
Rebellion,  protesting  against  high  excise  taxes 
which  fell  especially  hard  on  the  grain  producers 
of  western  Pennsylvania.  The  rebellion  was  sub- 
dued by  forces  sent  under  President  George  Wash- 
ington’s orders,  and  Bradford  headed  south  to 
Spanish  West  Florida.  Local  tradition  has  it  that 
he  leaped  from  a rear  window  of  his  house  to  a 
waiting  horse  and  fled  down  the  river  to  escape 
a cavalry  detachment  which  had  been  sent  for  him. 

In  1803  Bradford  sold  his  home  in  Wash- 
ington, and  it  passed  through  the  ownership  of 
several  families.  One  of  its  most  notable  residents 
was  Rebecca  Harding  Davis,  who  was  born  in 
the  house  in  1831.  She  became  a well  known 
author  of  best  selling  novels,  and  her  son,  Rich- 
ard Harding  Davis,  gained  fame  as  both  an  author 
and  a war  correspondent. 

Along  with  changes  in  ownership,  the  house 


underwent  alterations  in  its  architectural  style. 
Within  two  decades  after  its  construction,  a rear 
wing  was  added.  Much  later,  the  house  became 
a grocery  and  the  living  area  a storeroom.  By 
mid-twentieth  century,  the  remarkable  eighteenth- 
century  features  of  the  building  were  in  consid- 
erable danger  of  disappearing.  Three  of  the  walls 
of  the  building  had  been  completely  removed  and 
rebuilt,  and  the  original  roof  style  had  been  re- 
placed. Attempts  were  made  to  restore  the  home 
to  its  original  condition,  but  the  project  proved 
too  large  for  a private  individual  to  undertake. 
In  1959,  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum 
Commission  assumed  control  of  the  house  and 
supervised  the  restoration  of  its  eighteenth-century 
design. 


Many  of  the  interior  features  could  be  recon- 
structed with  the  aid  of  fragments  of  the  original 
detail.  As  for  other  features,  however,  especially 
the  panelling  and  ornamental  mantels  of  the 
original  living  and  dining  rooms,  which  had  dis- 
appeared entirely,  restoration  has  been  carried 
out  which  is  in  keeping  with  the  period.  The  fur- 
nishings are  those  which  were  used  in  eighteenth- 
century  Pennsylvania  and  are  of  a type  that  would 
reflect  Bradford’s  status.  Landscape  work  done 
in  the  rear  of  the  house  led  to  the  discovery  of 
an  old  well,  which  was  repaired,  and  a well  house 
consistent  with  Bradford’s  time  was  constructed. 
A small  garden  of  typical  plants  and  flowers  com- 
pletes this  setting  of  gracious  frontier  living  in 
Pennsylvania. 


Visiting  Hours 

Dayligh# Saving  Time:  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 
weekdays  except  Monday;  1:00  to  5:00  P.M. 
Sunday. 

Winter:  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays  ex- 
cept Monday;  1:00  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 
Hours  subject  to  change. 

Telephone:  Washington,  Code  412,  222-3604 
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